
Asphyxial Fatalities



Rory Deol, D.O.
• Undergraduate: University of Northern Iowa
• Medical school: AT Still University
• Residency: St Louis University
• Fellowship: Oklahoma Office of the Chief Medical Examiner
• 2021-2023: Oklahoma Office of the Chief Medical Examiner
• 2024-present: Iowa Office of the State Medical Examiner

















Terminology
• Asphyxia: death from oxygen failing to reach tissues
• Suffocation: failure of oxygen to reach the blood
• Strangulation: occlusion of blood vessels or airway
• Chemical asphyxia: inhaled compounds inhibit oxygen delivery 

at the cellular level
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Chemical Asphyxia
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Special Topics
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Factors above 100km altitude
• Space exposure: Exposure, without protection, beyond the 

limits of the Earth’s atmosphere
• Mortal factors (descending order) :
• Ebullism
• Decompression Sickness
• Hypoxia
• Hypocapnia
• Extreme temperature fluctuation
• High velocity penetrating microparticles 
• High-energy photons and sub-atomic particles
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