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lowa Office ofi the State Medical
Examiner Update 20241

Dennis Klein IVI:D-
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Mission Goals

* Conduct high'guality'and professional medical legal death investigations:
* Provide and|Protect credible and useful information

» Serve the public ethically'and compassionately.
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in 2020,

Total cases reported 7,308 10,291
Autopsies 1472 1,966 5.5% (all deaths)
79 124 100%
415 576 66%
1,817
7,688
125
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Autopsies by Manner at IOSME




Slide 7 IOSME 2020 (2019)Top Categories

= Homicide: Firearm - (39), Sharp force 7 (7), BEL 7 (5),

e: Firearm (96), Hanging - (66), Drug - ' (23)

ansportation 159 (165), Drug (111),
BFI NOS 37 (36).
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Impact on IOSIVIE

COVID-19
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Percentage of IOSME cases 20152019
Pre-COVID and Post-COVID 20
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Hypertension

Cardiac (CAD and CM)
Diabetes

Two or more conditions
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Slide 12 # Deaths Involving Opioids in Iowa
I I I
<24 23 26 16 10 29

39 40 a8 62




Sllde 13 SYNTHETIC NARCOTICS DEATHS
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OPIOIDS AND PSYCHOSTIMULANT
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Meth Use by Age Group
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Slide 17 Synthetic Opioids
Etodesnitazine, Isotonitazene & Etonitazene

* Distributed powder or tablet form

* Tendency for high potency.

* Can be missed on ELISA screening for opioids

* Detection limits can be below GC-MS sensitivity
= Relyioninvestigation'and Ofifipanellabidetection
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Autopsy

* NAME standards-

— The forensic pathologist shall perform a forensic autopsy when:
- the death is by apparent intoxication by alcohol, drugs, or poison, unless a
significant interval has passed, and the medical findings and absence of
trauma are well documented.

HY?,
—Interpretation
—Prosecution
—Sentinel novel drugs
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Recommendations

Opioids- Watching for increase
— Fentanyl (+/- analogs) continue to be important

IMethamphetamine- Major Drug in lowa

Drug use and intoxication extending into 50’s and 60’s

— Complex interpretation of Natural Disease and Toxicology

— Increase index of suspicion in older age groups

— Lower threshold for autopsy in 50-60 age group.

— Long T1/2 (9-12 hr depending on route) - may not see drug at scene.
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IOSME Staffing

16 Full Time 30 Part Time

5 Forensic Pathologists :/Iumps‘/;‘::hn(ljﬂacs

2 MEl liaison Adorg.uft :n Zﬂ .St .

2 Medical Examiner Investigator MINISHAOVEASSIalants
i Investigators (2)

1 Office manager S

3 Autopsy Technicians Ainglogiat

2 Administrative Assistants

Partnership,
1 Radiology Technician

2 IDN Liaisons/investigators
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Challenges (Staffing)

1,000
1200 7
1,400 8

[Fatopsics [ Pathologists Admin/clerical | Attendants
6 9 6

4 3 2

1,002 3 Part-time
1,196 4 3 2 3 Part-time

5 3 4 3 Part-time
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Support for |IOSME

Garcia, and Iowa Legislature

ecreased again in 2020 ($814 K
* FY 2022 ($1.19 M)
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NAME Accreditation

* Four ccreditation cycle
— Annual review

* 2020 Downgraded to p; onal status
— Phase Il de y < 909 Autopsics performed in 72 hours
— Phase I deficiency < 90% Autopsies performed in 48 hours
— Concern for Phase 11 90 day Autopsy report final (90.2%)

* 2021 Corrections and inspection
— Phase Il Corrected 91.8% autopsies completed within 72 hours

— Concern for Phase Il corrected 97.7 % completed in 90 days (93.0% within 60 days)
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Challenges

* NAME accreditation pathologist ratio.
* <250)//full time pathologist
* 50-70// part-time pathologist

« Call, testimony, and vacation coverage
= Surge and Mass Fatality Capacity’

* Facility capacity.
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Viitigation:

= Pathologist coverage
+ Additional Full time forensic pathologist (5)
+ AdditionallBoard certified part time forensic pathologists (5)

* Investigator coverage.
+ Additional full time investigators (4);
* Part time investigator (1)
= IDNIMEI liaisons (2)
= Administrative coverage
* Increased work flow efficiencies:
= I solutions
= Electronic reports.
* portal
= Electronic invoicing,
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Preparedness
* Increased cooler capacity,

» Installed High Density racks
* Max capacity now 70

* On:site Cooling
= Purchased reefer trailer
= Refurbishing
= Installation of Tommy: lift andiracks
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Upgrade to Refirigerated trailer
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Mass Fatality and Surge Preparedne

* Increase throughput efficiency
= IT solutions to maximize efficiency scene to autopsy
to report:

« Increased X-ray capacity.

- Ceiling mounted with floating table and
stitching capability

* Portable X-ray

* Demonstrated increased autopsy throughput
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Tissue Donation 2020

* IOSME referred 616 deaths to IDN, 43 became donors

* 137 recoveries occurred at [OSME facility
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Tissue Donation

— If challenges in timely tr:
* Ask to speak with Funeral Director donation specialists

= Identification tags on body (not clothing)
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Child Death Review Team

» Combined annual reports 2016-2018

* Public Education on
— Dr: Errthum work on o

— Presentation by Teri VanKooten

* NIH safe sleep education
https://sz p.nichd.n
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ABIVIDI

* Funds for 2021 St Louis course- COVID dependent
* OPIOID Grant
= Paul Coverdell National Forensic Science Improvement Act

= 43 Registry Diplomates in lowa

* 13 Board Certified Fellows in lowa
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MEIQualifications —Admin rule

* At least 2 years experience nurse or medical care provider:

= Within 3/years
» St Louis Basic course! orits IOSME-approvediequivalent
* Obtain ABMDI|certification

= Waiverifiabove not able tolbe achieved
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uis Course and MDIC

SAINT LOUIS UNIVERSITY M st Death Inv ation Course
= July 18; 2021
= DMACC campus in Ankeny
istration $650 = Scene House complete
= Live streamed
3 Registered for
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System Goals

* Death Reporting

— Index of's

— Include
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Deaths 30,399/(2019)

Deaths reported
2018 5,547 ( )

> 20197,308 (23%)
2020110893
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Slide 38 14 Day completion of EMER
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Tabs for specific types of death
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Tabs for specific types of death
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Narrative Description

Rante Summay o irunsaness S ndng Dy

Erief Case Dascrioticr
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EMER Reminder to sign
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Scene Photos

sed and in focus photos worth

Do save on county se

Don’t save on home computer
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Indemnification and Workman's Compensation

* 641—127.11(331,691,670) Indemnification. A board of
supervisors shall defend, hold harmless, and indemnify a
county medical examiner and any properly appointed staff
members to the extent provided in Iowa Code chapter 670.

* Coverage for work related injuries depends on em
status : Independent contractor —not covered.
Employee of County, covered.
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Deputy ME and MEI Approvals

Michelle Engle assisting you with ensuring complete paper
work

Streamlined processing

 Updated Active list of County ME persi
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2021 County ME and MEI

County ME appointments
s O
— Deputy CMEs 96

— Recruitment
— MEL

te ME has limited resources to provide scene investigation
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artingl Reguests

Scene photos are invaluable to correlating the scene to autops:
findings- High Yield in documentation

Complete the specialty sections and the narratives in EMER
BOLO for drug deaths in the young and old
Doll re-enactments for infant deaths- High Yield

Be careful and keep yourself and your colleagues safe
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Viass Fatality Planning
* \Mass Fatality Response ¥
 County and State planning,
= IMORT Development
* Leveraging existing services
- 21

= Exercise — planning table top this winter
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|IVIORT Membership considerations

* ICS 100, 200, 700, BBP

* Scene
= VEI
* Scribe
* Photographer:

* Able to participate in meetings and exercises
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https://www.iaserv.org/




